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The Defense Department 
said yesterday that it has no 
intention of using the new 
authority Congress has given 


President Johnson to call up 
reservists. 

This reaffirmation of Secre- 
tary of Defense Robert S. Mc- 
Namara’s view on reservists 
came as part of a Pentagon 
denial that Army Secretary 
Stanley R. Resor wanted to 
call up 30,000 experienced men 
under new reserve legislation. 

Resor, in a position paper 
dated Sept. 1 and kept secret 
until yesterday, said about 
pending reserve legislation: 
“If either the Hebert bill or 
the Russell amendment be- 
comes law, I recommend call- 
ing to active duty only trained 
individuals in the Ready Re- 
serve pool . . . and unit mem* 
bers who do not participate 
satisfactorily. This would 


mean calling about 30,000 
trained men to active duty.” 

Under Secretary of the 
Army David E. McGiffert, 
speaking for Resor, who was 
overseas, said that the lan- 
guage "wai: ambiguous. It 

was intended to express his 
recommendation that if ever 
there was a callup of individ- 
uals, it should be limited to 
certain individuals in the 
Ready Reserve pool and 
should not include individuals 
from units.” 

The President could call up 
Individuals who were on a 
standby basis in the pool as 
well as active whole units 
under the new authority Con- 
gress has veted. Men of draft 
age with less than 24 months’ 
active duty and not training 



tensive drilling than other re- 


in units would be particularly! 
vulnerable. 

Army leaders in the past] 
have recommended activating 
some reservists — especially 
those with special skills — to 
ease the manpower strain of 
the Vietnam war. 

But the Pentagon’s civilian 
hierarchy has steadfastly said 
it can meet the needs of the 
war without resorting to a 
callup. Only if another mili- 
tary crisis develops besides 
Vietnam, McNamara has said, 
will he turn to the reserves. 

In that event, the civilian] 
military leaders intend to rely| 
on the Selected Reserve Force. 
This is comprised of units that 
have been kept in a high state 
of readiness through more in- 


serve groups. 

There are 150,000 reservists 
[land National Guardsmen in 
the Army’s Selective Reserve 
Force. Gen. Harold K. John- 
son, Army Chief of Staff, Said 
yesterday that this intensified 
training had resulted in a 
“significant increase in com- 
bat readiness.” 

Because of this progress, 
Gen. Johnson said, the re- 
quired weekly drills for most 
of the units in the Selected 
Reserve Force have been or- 
dered cut from 72 to 58 a 
year. Of 423 battalions and 
companies tested, he said, 363 
have passed tests designed to 
indicate their readiness. 
Those units which have not 
] passed the tests will continue 
the higher drilling rate. 



